Bombax malabaricum DC. (syn. Salmalia malabaricum DC.) (Bombacaceae) is a medium sized deciduous tree, found throughout western and southern India, 1) and is widely used in folk medicine as demulcent, diuretic, aphrodisiac, emetic and for curing impotence.
1
H-NMR spectrum of 1 showed the presence of an isopropyl group with a six-proton doublet at d 1.36 (Jϭ6.8 Hz) and a methine septet at d 4.27 (Jϭ6.8 Hz). It also exhibited the presence of three methoxyl groups at d 4.21, 4.13 and 3.73. A sharp three-proton singlet at d 2.23, which correlated with the carbon at d 10.7 in its heteronuclear single quantum coherence (HSQC) spectrum indicated the presence of an aromatic methyl group in compound 1. A sharp one-proton singlet at d 7.28 indicated the presence of an aromatic proton on the naphthalene moiety. The heteronuclear multiple bond connectivity (HMBC) correlation ( between the aromatic methyl group at d 2.23 and the methoxyl groups at d 3.73 and 4.21 further supported their placement C-3, C-4 and C-2 positions, respectively. Thus, from the foregoing spectral studies the structure of compound 1 was elucidated as 5-isopropyl-3-methyl-2,4,7-trimethoxy-8,1-napthalene carbolactone. Compound 2 was identified as 8-formyl-7-hydroxy-5-isopropyl-2-methoxy-3-methyl-1,4-naphthoquinone by comparing its physical and spectral data with literature values.
11)

Experimental
General Procedures Melting points were determined on a Kofler hotstage apparatus and are uncorrected. UV spectra were recorded on a Shimadzu UV-240 spectrophotometer. IR spectra were determined in KBr discs on a Perkin Elmer 283 double beam spectrophotometer. 1 H-NMR spectra were recorded on a Bruker Avance 400 spectrometer operating at 400.13 MHz and 13 C-NMR spectra on a Bruker AC 300 spectrometer operating at 75.43 MHz in DMSO-d 6 and CDCl 3 using tetramethylsilane (TMS) as an internal standard.
1 H-1 H correlation spectroscopy (COSY), HSQC, HMBC, NOESY (with 500 ms mixing time) spectra were recorded using standard pulse sequences. ESI-TOF-MS and ESI-MS/MS were recorded on a API Q-STAR PULSA of Applied Biosystem. Column chromatography (CC) separations were carried out by using Acme silica gel finer than 200 mesh (0.08 mm).
Plant Material The root bark of B. malabaricum DC. was collected in December 2000 at Tirumala Hills, Andhra Pradesh, South India. A voucher specimen (DG-006) was deposited in the Herbarium of the Department of Botany, Sri Venkateswara University, Tirupati, India.
Extraction and Isolation The shade dried and powdered root bark (2 kg) of B. malabaricum was exhaustively extracted with MeOH. The MeOH extract was triturated with n-hexane and the residue left behind was purified over a silica gel column using n-hexane and EtOAc and their step gradient mixtures as eluents. The n-hexane-EtOAc, 1 : 1 and 3 : 7 eluates yielded 1 (12 mg) and 2 (10 mg), respectively. 
